veterinary centre

Blue House Bunnie

Your guide to having happy
and healthy rabbits




Why is diet so

A rabbit depequasl iotny ,a ggpmrdopri ate diet t
probl ems we see with rabbits irsardednyt aclur
Rabbits suffering from dental disease of
treat ment under general anaesthetic on
abscesses, which can be fatal

Dental disease in rabbits can be prevent
Prevention is better than cur e!

So, what shoul d | feed my rabbits to

951 00% of a rabbitodos diet s h o uTlhd sc a nss iwshta
rabbits survive on.

We recommend fgeading Aigimt hy hay ad |i b;
Oxbow. Your rabbit <gqaaléeatyy dasymaaold-lgwtad
not grass cutt i-mmogwse rflr om t he | awn

But what about dry food / pellets?

It is very easy to overfeed dry fsoozde.d Trh
needs no m@reabhaspbdbons of pellets each
should be made up of fresh hay and/or gr

Pell eted foods arteype
foods as they do not

Col oummueet lyipe f oods enc

rabbits to pick out t
the rest. This can pu
i mbal ance and encour ay

Wh a t about ot her fresh food?

Dark, |l eafy greens such as dandelion | esg
kale are good in moderati on. dioarnrolt Geéame c
rabbits wild.l |l i ke herbs such as parsl ey
of other vegetables such as peas, green
PLANTS TO AVOI D: Anything that grows from bul bs,
potato tops, poppies, ragwort, |l aburnum, privet a

Treats/ extras

Small amounts of carrot or apple can be
daily basis. These treats are high in su
the balance of the gut We do not gener e
rabbits. Again, these are too sugary anod



So, how do rabbits digest
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as " the round, hard faecal pe

undergoes further digestion
caecotrophese are eaten by t

system a second ti me, recycl

nutrition from it.

Caecotrophs are | arger and so n
They are often produced at ni L I
from the bottom. Dropped caec )
nor mal to see theowmeétcami ®9hak e ouvereay, 1,01, -a
di arrhoea if they get squashed.lbg,\u(If Sl
However, seeing a |l arge number p e
finding them stuck on your rab tt
usually suggests an inability e
due to illness, obesity, back hr

What are the consequences of / B&0a iInNRd

Poor groomi wgp a&arMdchkheiclod roﬁ_ﬁ:‘ :

dental disease and/ or obeg & ac
lay their eggs in the soil " K
into maggots, which migrat:_,_. N e
causing extensive damage ¢ & h .
A balanced diet canwupebp f ~ Sui
that can result in flystri S d
cleaning of your rabbit6s botl o €SS E
in the summer monResarghAaf T e

can also be applied to th n
flystrike

Check your rabbités botto €
soiled bedding DAILY. | f S
rabbit, contact us i mmedi | i
situati on




iqu ail $ tiymgo mtioa mty tha
usdgr hay, which is

s wi ||l result in ov
I

usly,
i s easy foapick, upm
pal atable. Thi

it sufficient
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What can go wrong?
Roughage is essential for wearing down t
Teeth that are not worn down adequately
may devel op sharp points, which can trau

TR

Nor mal heal t hyMiisneliisgopmesidt henB8asbysover grown i

upper teeth arE&€hesétiegt heneve
hind the | ower s, rgartohwei rn gt.h an

the other way around.

A badly over gr oWnc entodtairon scausSdadripy pohatpon r

visible at thepbaoksobntbeergbypywaonnewéar wear

mout h. teeth literally cutting into t
tongue.



I the wild, rabbits cover
football pitches, and run
Hut ches were originally destitgenmrerd hboyu stihneg
rabbits destined for the poette.r Ml hheoymea r ea nh
cage on its own is like a prison. These
rabbit can hide, sleep and eat, but shoul

e hutch on the | ef:
bbit barely has r o
d cannot hop or st

e layout on the ri

e run on the | eft |
vi sed. Make sure t|
ace provided (and |

using does not hav
e run on t hneade gahntd

4 / e connecting tunne|
VA 3\ purchased cheaply.
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Some people are surprised by just how mu
Th Rabbit Welfare Association & Fund (R)
66 x 26 x 26 for two rabbits. When insi d:é
stand up on their back | egs, and to hop i
A secure run of at |l east 86 x 46 should |
you have a secure garden, rabbits will al
whenever possible.

Provide toys, places to hide and safe di ¢
fl ower pots, empty cardboard boxes and t urt
sheltdroyskEorntrry shredded paper, balls or

You dondét want your rabbit burrowing out
deep cardboard or plastic box filled wit!l
i deal

What about house rabbits?

Rabbits can | ive happily in a house too!
outside, ideally on a grass surface, as ¢

website has a very good fact sheet expl ai
their wwhvwi taebbttwel faYeu cmeak to be very
proof o your house to prevent expensive at



